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 Happy New Year! As I look 

forward to creating resolutions and 
new beginnings for myself, I find the 

time of year provides a great oppor-

tunity for me to create resolutions 
regarding the children within my pre-

school classroom. You may want to 
adopt some of these at home. 

 
Follow the child.  

 As a parent and teacher I 

spend too much time meeting the 
needs of my daily schedule and 

agenda. It is time for me to notice 
and ask what my children need first 

and how that fits into the schedule. If 

a child has a safe and reasonable ra-
tionale for his actions, or if he needs 

a little extra time to follow through on 
a task or activity, I must recognize 

the importance of his experience and 
allow him the time necessary to foster 

this burgeoning independence and 

decision making. Through observation 
of the child, I will be better able to 

meet his developmental needs and 
therefore provide him an environment 

that will create an atmosphere of 

competence and success. By watch-

ing carefully, the child will reveal to 
me what he needs next on his devel-

opmental journey.  
 

Provide an environment that al-

lows for success through effort.  
 All too often our children are 

given things too readily without us 
completely understanding the conse-

quences of this giving. Yes, we all 
must have our fundamental needs 

met (clothing, food, shelter, love, 

etc.) but often I find myself giving too 
much, and I am not just speaking of 

material possessions. As a teacher, I 
shouldnôt be giving all of the answers 

all of the time. In order to take great 

pleasure in her success, a child 
should have to earn her accomplish-

ments on her own. I certainly must 
provide an environment that will help 

a child to succeed and not overwhelm 
based on her abilities, but I need to 

recognize when my help is ñstealingò 

success from the child. When we re-
ceive things because we want them 

rather than because we have earned 
them, we overlook the importance of 

that motivation and drive that helps 

us to meet our goals. In the class-

room, I should be encouraging this 
motivation rather than removing it.  

 
Slow down.  

 The hectic and busy lives we 

lead do not allow for thoughtfulness, 
concentration, and effective follow 

through. I cannot ask a child to give 
me his best effort when I am rushing 

him through an activity or experience. 
The classroom should be a sanctuary 

of calm and purposeful activity for 

each child no matter his age or devel-
opment. By slowing ourselves down 

we can pay more attention to detail 
and strengthen our ability to concen-

trate. Within the classroom, this will 

lead to greater success and ulti-
mately, a mastery of skills for each 

child. It will also help each child take 
a moment and enjoy the people and 

world around him.  
 That is a good beginning for 

me and my class and gives me a 

great excuse to avoid the diet and the 
gym! 

 Hereôs wishing all of you a 
healthy, happy, and prosperous 2009! 
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New Yearôs Resolutions 
for your child  

ñAll too often our children are given things too 

readily without us completely understanding 

the consequences of this giving.ò 



 

 

Pre-PrimaryðLori and Phyllis  

Pre-PrimaryðJennifer and Sarah 

The season of winter has brought a lot of joy and energy to our classroom.  The children 

are ñtraveling the worldò through the Geography area as they color, push-pin and paint so 

many maps.  Displaying them on the wall has brought a particular beauty to our room.  

We never cease to be amazed at how the children master the names of the continents and 

all the countries and states that make up this beautiful world.  Winter works adorn the 

shelves of the Everyday Living area and continue to challenge the childrenôs coordination, 

concentration, independence and order.  The use of the Sensorial materials, with their 

many and varied extensions, heighten each childôs senses while encouraging creativity.  

Science finds us learning all the parts of the fish and the frog and gives us a chance to ex-

plore with magnets, magnifying glasses and so much more.  The New Year continues to 

bring an explosion in the Language and Math areas as older children write in their journals 

and solve math equations while younger ones master the sandpaper letters and numbers.  

Outside the classroom we have been enjoying ALL the snow.  An ice storm left a thin coat of ice on our playground one afternoon.  

The ice allowed the children to slide on their bellies, just like Tacky the penguin - a story we enjoyed on second line.  What fun!!!!  

Many thanks to the parents for providing boots, snow pants, hats, mittens and warm jackets for your children.  Without these, we 

would be unable to enjoy all the cold and snowy days!  We also want to thank our parents for your attendance at Winter Party.  The 

children really enjoyed a chance to perform for you and to share the classroom environment.  Spring is around the corner!  In the 

meantime, letôs continue to enjoy the magic of winter!  

The months of December and January were filled with excitement in the class-

room. With preparations for winter party and the anticipation for the holidays, the class-

room was buzzing. During November and December the children were working hard 

learning all the songs and choreography for winter party. The performance was a huge 

success! Thank you to all who were able to attend. The children were so proud to share 

their hard work with all of you. We hope that you had a wonderful holiday and winter 

break. 

Upon the children's return, they were anxious to share stories of their holiday and 

of course, the first big snow storm of the year. It was wonderful to see their excitement to 

be back in the classroom and ready to chose the work they missed most over the break. 

Science has been a big area of interest in the classroom. The class has been learning about 

the life cycle of plants. The children were excited to be "scientists" as we did an experiment adding food coloring to water and ob-

served what would happen to white carnations. We discussed their roles as scientists and defined what an experiment is. Everyone 

was eager to come into the classroom the next day to see what had happened to their flowers. The result was thrilling and it has been 

beautiful to see the window sill crowded with twenty multi-colored carnations. Recently we have learning about Dr. Martin Luther 

King, reading books, and discussing equality. Our discussion had led nicely into this week, as our first African American Presi-

dent Barack Obama was inaugurated into office. It has really been a wonderful experience to see the children thriving in their envi-

ronment and so eager to learn. We look forward to the year ahead and all it holds for the children. Happy New Year! 

Wow! Itôs hard to believe it is February already. This time of year is always exciting be-

cause the children just seem to be bursting with growth and finding new ways to challenge 

themselves. A great example of that is the work of the third year students. In general, their 

work choices entail reading with comprehension, journal writing and letter practice and 

creative story composition. Mathematics work encompasses bank and stamp game equa-

tions while the ever popular geography includes memorizing countries, push pinning and 

painting maps. Science focuses on Zoology and Botany nomenclature booklets. 

We asked the Third year students to fill in the sentence School is interesting be-

cause_____. After hearing what they have to say , it is clear that school is a great place to 

be! Here are their responses: Swetha: ñyou get to meet new friends and read books when 

you want to.ò Stephen: ñyou get smarter.ò Grayson: ñwe get to do the maps.ò Julia: ñ itôs 

fun and we learn about writing.ò Isabelle: ñitôs cool.ò Brittany: ñI learn all kinds of stuff and you can have fun when you  learn.ò Harris; 

ñyou get to do work and the work teaches you.ò Kevin: ñwe get to go outside and I like to do reading.ò Matthew: ñwe get to work there 

and we have fun!ò Jonathan: ñreading books is what I like.ò Natasha: ñit is very challenging and everybody does challenging work.ò Stay 

warm, enjoy the rest of winter and stay tuned for the spring edition of the newsletter! 

Pre-PrimaryðMary Ann and Kirsten  



 

 

Pre-PrimaryðSabrina and Clarisa 

Elementary Classrooms: Ms. Dwyer, Ms. Mulvey, Ms. Dolan, Mr. Riley, Ms. Bartlett, and Ms. Bett 

Welcome back everyone! Hope you all had a great winter break. Myself and 

Clarisa would like to thank everyone for the lovely gifts we received. What a 

success the winter party was, we hope you all enjoyed the children's per-

formance. January has been a big month for us with lots of discussion about 

Martin Luther King Jr. and equal rights and of course the inauguration of the 

new President. We are straight back into all our hard work and we are cur-

rently talking about animal families, learning the names of the mother, father 

and the baby animals. The children have been focusing a lot on our science 

area, working on the skeleton and the names of the different bones and of 

course the old faithful, learning about the different parts of animals. We have 

worked on the fish, the frog and this week we studied the turtle. We would 

also like to welcome our new student Connor Gilmore to our classroom. 

Looking forward to spring!!!!!!  

 

This month the Elementary classes have all been working diligently on their many lessons. 

In History the first years have been working on months and time.  Science lessons have included fish, bird, and amphibian. The 

second years are working on past, present and future tenses as well as planets.  The third years are working on History in Ms. 

Bartlettôs class.  They are preparing to present a living timeline of early civilizations with the Upper Elementary.  This work will 

be presented on the Elementary night February 12th.  We hope to see you there!  The entire lower elementary is working on the 

Timeline of Life as part of the Science curriculum.  The Upper Elementary is working on Science with Mr. Riley.  Lately stu-

dents   have been focusing on weight and gravity.  Students recently constructed their own parachutes and experimented with 

gravity and air resistance. 

  In both Ms.  Dolan and  Ms. Dwyerôs classes the third years are getting their division Attack Math books.  The lower elemen-

tary continues to work on math quizzes each day.  The fourth and fifth years are working on using statistics. 

     Writing and grammar continue to be part of studentsô daily work as well.  functions of words and friendly letters have been 

practiced often in Lower Elementary.  Upper Elementary students are beginning a study of Greek and Roman mythology.  Stu-

dents will soon begin writing their own myths. 

Specials have been going very well.  In Art the Elementary are working on creating and researching famous paintings.  In Span-

ish students are working on a book called Look I Can Talk.  Students receive regular homework and quizzes as they work on 

comprehension and conversational skills. In Elementary Gym students have been playing ñDr. Dodgeò often.  Students continue 

to rehearse for our spring production of Alice in Wonderland.    Stay tuned for further details      


